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1 . A meUaod of operating a packet switch whi cb comprises a plurality of 
mgress meanSj a pluTality of egress means, a cross-bar md a coiitroUer, tbe 
cross-bar being connected between, the ingress means and the egress means to 
transfer multicast and unicast data traffic ironi the ingress means to the ej^ess 
meaii5, the method comprising the steps of:- 

a) determining if the data traffic to be trans ferred is imicast or 
multicast; 

b) if the data traffic is nnicast, invoking a imicast schediile; 

c) if the traffic is mu-l ticast , invoking a TnuMca,st scheci.uie; an d 

d) transferring the data traffic in accordance with the invoked 
schednic. 

2. A method according to claim 1. , wherein step c) comprises forming a 
multicast ccl.1 fanoiit tabic containing cniTcnt faiiout rcqmrcments for a celi at 
the head of a multicast qaeiie in each ingress means. 

3 . A method according to claim 2, wbereiB step c) further compri ses 
setting eligible bits for nwlticast cells which are currently allowed to be 
schednlcd. 

4, A method according to claim 3, step c) ftirther comprises determining a 
priority for each ingress means for sending the cells. 
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5 . A method accordmg to daion 4, wiierein tlie step of deferniinmg the 
priority for each ingress means is based on. the combination of send 
opporttmities. 

5, (Amended} A method according to cl.aim 4, further 
coiat>rising the step of filling a blar:k Fnulticast ^^ichedule ±ti 
accordance with the priority assigned to each ingress mea-is. 

7, A metbod according to claim 6, wbcreiii, step e) comprises tlie step of;- 

(i) iiliing tht Umk scbeMe with the fbll fmmt of the first priority 
ingmss jBcans. 

8, A iBetliod according to claim 7, wherein >s1:cp e) fiirthcr comprises tiie 

(ii) fiiliBg in m much of tte fknotit of the next priority ingress 
Means md siiibseqiiciit ingress means as povssiblc to complete tbe schedule. 

9, A method accotding to claim, S, wbereii} step (ii) comprises selecting 
j:knouts of ingress inmm m accordance with miUticast egress credit allocated 
to each egress means. 

10.C anceled 
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